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THE NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL 
FIRE

By Mike Smith
Over the years the Paris Fire Brigade, La Brigade de Sapeurs-

Pompiers de Paris (BSPP), has featured in several articles in Fire 
Cover. Next year will see the 210th anniversary of its creation, 
as a specialised unit of the French Army, by the Emperor 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Originally of battalion strength it grew, 
as Paris grew, to become a regiment, and in 1940 it assumed 
responsibility for fire and rescue cover in the Seine department, 
the extensive urban area around the city boundary. Local 
government reorganisation in the mid 1960s saw the abolition 
of the Seine department to create three new departments, 
Seine-St-Denis, Hauts-de-Seine and Val-de-Marne, with the fire 
service, keeping its military status, expanded from a regiment 
to a brigade and its chief officer promoted from colonel to 
general, to cover this new area. This area covered by the 
BSSP constitutes Greater Paris and is known locally as, “La 
Petite Couronne” (The Little Crown). The four departments 
surrounding “The Little Crown, La Grande Couronne “(The 
Big Crown); Yvelines to the west, Essonne to the south, Seine-
et-Marne to the south-east and Val-d’Oise to the north-east, 
maintain their own fire and rescue services.

Throughout its history the fire fighters of Paris have 
confronted some challenging situations – the civil unrest of the 
“Commune” in the late 19th century, World War I when Paris 
was bombed, and shelled by long-range guns, and World War 
II when the city was bombed by the Luftwaffe and Allied air 
forces and occupied by the Germans, with firemen playing an 
important, but often understated, role in its liberation in 1944. 
But many would say that the firefighters’ greatest challenge 
was the blaze that broke out in the roof of the historic and 
iconic Notre Dame Cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in the very heart of the city, on the evening of 15 April 2019.

When the fire started the cathedral was undergoing lengthy 
and extensive restoration work. This had caused concern on 
the part of those concerned with the cathedral’s security and 
fire safety. However, the BSPP had an ongoing programme of 
familiarisation and exercises in and around the building.

The fire on 15 April 2019 was a fire fighters’ nightmare in 
that it had been burning for sometime before the BSPP was 
actually called. At 1820 hours that evening a Mass, which 
had started a few minutes earlier, was interrupted, just as the 
priest leading the service had started to read the gospel, by an 
automatic fire alarm siren and a recorded message, in French 
and English, instructing people to leave the cathedral. There 
seems to have been some initial hesitation on the part of the 
congregation, who thought this might be a false alarm. (There 
had been previous false alarms in the cathedral.) Consequent 
on this alert a search was carried out including parts, but not 
all, of the building’s upper areas. No trace of fire was found. 
It is arguable that this search, had it been more wide-ranging, 
would have discovered the fire. However, another 30 minutes 
elapsed before the fire alarms activated again – this time for 
real!

Eye-witnesses all speak of the speed and intensity with which 
the fire spread through the cathedral’s roof timbers. The initial 
call to the fire service was to, “a fire under the roof”, at Notre 
Dame. The BSSP reached the cathedral within the 10 minutes 
attendance time laid down for all of Greater Paris, with the 
officer-in-charge of the first attendance immediately radioing 
for large scale reinforcements. Several of the first firefighters to 
deploy have spoken of how puny their jets seemed against the 
blazing roof and within an hour of the actual alarm the spire, 
in the centre of the roof, collapsed, bringing a lot of burning 
roof timbers down with it.

Around 600 personnel fought the fire, with some 400 actually 
working inside the cathedral in the nave and on its higher 
levels, and around the actual building. The remainder were 
deployed in a supporting role with numerous special appliances 
and specialist teams. Twenty plus pumping appliances were in 
the immediate vicinity of the cathedral and two BSPP fireboats, 
the “Île-de-France” and the “Colonel Paulin” relayed water 

from the River Seine. Although the cathedral is on an island in 
the Seine, water for firefighting was something of a problem 
as the island is much higher than the normal river level and 
the proximity of the building to the water made it difficult for 
conventional pumps to get close enough to draw from the 
river.

There were two early significant developments. The first was 
the decision that it was pointless to try to save the cathedral’s 
roof and firefighters concentrated on, and were successful 
in, saving Notre Dame’s landmark twin towers at its western 
end. The other was the involvement of a regional control 
centre which alerted the four departmental fire and rescue 
services in the “Grande Coronne” and directed ALPs from 
Yvelines and Seine-et-Marne to proceed to the fireground. 
Yvelines sent two, from Versailles and Magnanville, and it is 
understood that these had an operational reach of 46metres, 
higher than any of the BSPP’s aerial appliances. Numerous ALPs 
and TLs were deployed by the BSPP. The regional control also 
checked on the availability of pumping appliances across the 
“Grande Couronne” with a view to despatching additional 
resources to Notre Dame or covering the BSPP’s area. In the 
event neither deployment was necessary. The BSPP established 
a co-ordinating centre for the incident at the Masséna fire 
station.

Television audiences around the world were able to follow 
the fire and the efforts to extinguish it in real time.

This prompted the suggestion from, among others, US 
President Donald Trump that water bombing aircraft, used 
extensively by the French to deal with forest fires in the 
southern parts of the country, should be used to drop water 
onto the burning cathedral. This was quickly rejected by French 
Civil Defence officials who pointed out that the weight of 
water dropped from a height was likely to wreak even more 
damage on the medieval structure than the fire.

The press, both international and French and particularly the 
latter, were fulsome in their praise for the firefighters. The word 
‘héros’ (heroes) being stressed in many reports. (“Héroines” 
might well have been added as several of those interviewed 
as being among the first arrivals at Notre Dame, or as having 
fought the flames inside the cathedral and on its upper floors, 
were female members of the BSPP.) In the end two particular 
heroes seem to have emerged, one human, the other machine. 
The human hero was Father Jean-Marc Fournier, the BSPP’s 
chaplain, whose previous posting had been with the French 
Army in Afghanistan, and who was instrumental in saving 
many of the priceless religious and historical artefacts kept 
in the cathedral. He worked inside the building, with blazing 
debris falling from the roof, organising a human chain to pass 
items to safety, and there were tense moments with some 
particular pieces secured in a safe to which neither keys, nor 
combination, could immediately be found.

The machine hero was the BSPP’s remote controlled robot, 
“Colossus”, described by the brigade as its, “Swiss Army knife”. 
In service with the BSPP for the past two years this piece of kit 
has greatly impressed, being found, after a long and arduous 
deployment at a major fire, to still have 30% of its battery life 
left. “Colossus” was deployed inside the cathedral’s nave as a 
robot monitor dealing with fires at ground level started when 
the spire collapsed.

The “stop” in the form of a. ‘fire extinguished” message, 
was sent at 0201 on 16 April 2019, signalling the start of a long 
period of reliefs and dealing with hotspots, which extended 
over the following four days. Initial post-incident debriefings 
indicated satisfaction with the BSPP’s ability to quickly mobilise 
and control the large resources required at this fire and with the 
performance of such technological innovations as “Colossus” 
and drones, which were also used. In spite of the particular 
dangers at this fire, including molten glass and lead falling 
from above, the casualty list was amazingly low; (Early on in 
the operation the BSPP set up an advanced medical station at 
a hospital close to Notre Dame.) one fire fighter and two police 
officers, none seriously injured.

(Compiled from a report in VIM No 41 and various French 
websites.)
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‘HéRO COLOSSUS’
By Ralph Horton

As a child my recollections of ‘robots’ were clockwork, or 
battery, driven tinplate toys that moved with a ‘jerky gate’ 
sometimes with flashing light and emitting pre-Dalek noises!

As a teenager a television advertisement showing robots 
building a car was aired…the Fiat Strada….and on reflection, it 
looked as if it was the work of a robot!

In my ‘senior years’ robots have become both ‘accessible and 
useful’ as they can vacuum the house and mow the lawn.

However, undoubtedly the use of robotics to carryout 
dangerous duties is where their value is recognised.

‘Colossus’, The Brigade de Sapeurs-Pompiers de Paris (BSPP) 
remote controlled robot, described by the brigade as its, 
“Swiss Army knife”, was delivered in early 2017. It supported 
the brigade during the fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral, in April 
2019, performing its fire fighting duties in an unquestionably 
dangerous environment.

‘Colossus’ at work inside Notre-Dame de Paris Cathedral

‘Colossus’ leaving Notre-Dame Cathedral, after the fire had been 
extinguished. At the scene two Aerial Ladder Platforms are still deployed

It is the only modular fire extinguishing robot in service 
in France. Colossus is 100% made in France and its design 
and manufacture is entirely carried out by Shark Robotics in 
La Rochelle. It was developed in partnership with the BSPP, in 
order to guarantee its ability to respond to every operational 
problem. The needs are not the same depending on whether 
the firefighters respond to a fire, a building collapse or a 
biological threat.

Colossus is a versatile technical support robot designed 
to operate in ‘high-risk areas’. Remotely controlled and able 
to operate on any type of terrain, it can assists crews in fire 
extinguishing, transporting equipment, evacuating injured 
people, relay information and visual recognition readings 
through a 360 degree High Definition camera with X30 zoom, 
day / night camera, thermal imaging camera, CBRN sensors, etc.

Its water cannon can deliver nearly 3,000 litres per minute is 
fed by a ‘rear coupled’ hose.

Demonstrating the power of ‘Colossus’ in dealing with a car fire
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It is designed to allow equipment for various tasks, such as 
a rescue stretcher to transport injured people, water cannon, 
equipment transport basket, etc., to be fitted to the base 
vehicle, robust enough to carry up to a ton of cargo. Function 
interchange can be carried out in less than 30 seconds, without 
tools.

Colossus is the most powerful electric robot in the world (500 
kg category). It is equipped with top-of-the-range batteries 
manufactured exclusively by Shark Energy, a sister company 
of Shark Robotics. It has two 4,000 watt motors and its six 
batteries last 10 - 12 hours in an operational situation.

Made entirely of aeronautical aluminium and hardened steel, 
the robot is completely waterproof and resistant to thermal 
radiation.

Colossus is only 1.6 metres long, 78 centimetres wide and 76 
centimetres high and weighs 500 kg when empty.

Cyril Kabbara and Jean-Jacques Topalian started the Shark 
Robotics to answer security, defense and industrial needs 
utilising robotics technologies.

Cyril Kabbara began his career in the Army, where he spent 
9 years of his life working in intelligence. With this experience, 
he decided to move from military intelligence to economic 
intelligence by entering the MBA program at the School of 
Economic Warfare. In this context, he worked for the defence 
company Nexter before joining the Paris Ile de France Chamber 
of Commerce, where he was in charge of the defence sector.

Jean-Jacques Topalian is a robotics engineer. He was first 
contacted to manufacture robots for animal photography in 
Africa, before being spotted by the French Army, which asked 
him to adapt this robot for operational purposes. In this way, 
he realised that his robots could be useful in different sectors. 
As a child he wanted to be a firefighter, so he decided to 
design a firefighter robot that could help firemen in their daily 
missions. Shark Robotics has nearly 30 employees combining 
skills in robotics, mechatronics, electronics, IT, marketing and 
business development.

The successful fire extinguishing robot of Notre-Dame de 
Paris, ‘Colossus’ has been joined by three new partners in the 
ranks of the Paris Fire Brigade. On 7th November 2019, Shark 
Robotics delivered three new fire extinguishing robots to the 
Paris Fire Brigade (BSPP) to work on the Grand Paris Express 
Project.

These three new robots are joining ‘Colossus’ have been 
named ‘Rex’ by The Brigade de Sapeurs-Pompiers de Paris. 
These three new blue, white and red robots will have as 
their ‘priority missions’ the transport of equipment and the 
evacuation of injured people as they protect the largest urban 
project in Europe, the Grand-Paris Express Project and its 200 
km of automatic transport lines.

The three new robots joining ‘Colossus’ named ‘Rex’ by The Brigade de 
Sapeurs-Pompiers de Paris. (Left to right) blue, white and red,the colours 

of the French flag

At the time of the writing of this article the following fire 
services have purchased ‘Colossus’.

Paris Fire Brigade:   4 Colossus
Marseille Fire Brigade (SDIS 13):  1 Colossus
Bordeaux Fire Brigade (SDIS 33):  1 Colossus
Marseille Naval Fire Battalion:  2 Colossus
Charleroi Fire Brigade (Belgium):  1 Colossus.
On the 14th of May 2020 The Marseille Naval Fire Battalion 

(BMPM) had delivered two ‘Colossus’ robots to support the 
unit when facing disasters and sanitizing surfaces as part of 
the fight against COVID-19. Named ‘Marius’ and ‘Cesar’, in 
honor of the famous French writer Marcel Pagnol, these robots 

are designed for versatility and multi-skilling in order to serve 
the Battalion in missions. Thanks to the sanitizing module 
the robot can sanitize up to 20,000 square metres in three 
hours. The module has a 50 litre tank with 16 nozzles that 
micro-spray sanitizing liquids. It is also possible to carry out 
recognition missions thanks to multiple CBRN cameras and 
sensors. The robots can also transport material in a basket, or 
evacuate wounded persons with a stretcher carrier. Remotely 
controlled by a marine firefighter, the modules can be changed 
in less than 30 seconds without the use of tools. The battalion’s 
pre-crisis strategic thinking led to the purchase of the robots. 
They are designed and manufactured entirely in France by the 
company Shark Robotics.

The spread of Covid-19, and the new sanitizing module by 
Shark Robotics, has convinced the Marseille Naval Fire Battalion 
of the usefulness of the ‘Colossus’ in the field. The sanitizing 
demands have led the Battalion to accelerate the deployment 
of the first robot called ‘Marius’, followed by ‘Cesar’ in this 
role. Funded by the City of Marseille, ‘Marius’ and ‘Cesar’ can 
intervene 24 hours a day in public spaces to sanitize them and 
make them accessible again.

‘Marius’ and ‘Cesar’ Join Marseille Naval Fire Battalion

About the Marseille Naval Fire Battalion
The Marseille Naval Fire Battalion (BMPM) carries out more 

than 125,000 yearly interventions (nearly 350 operations per 
day); 83% of the missions are dedicated to personal assistance, 
the remainder being divided between fire-fighting missions 
and diverse interventions.

The battalion is in charge of prevention and protection of 
people, goods and environment in the City of Marseille in the 
Grand Port Maritime de Marseille, and provide assistance at 
Marseille-Provence airport.

Under an agreement with the public assistance for Marseille 
hospitals (APHM), the Marseille Naval Fire Battalion also has a 
main role in the organization of emergency medical assistance 
in Marseille by participating in the Mobile Emergency and 
Resuscitation Service activities and in the regulation of medical 
calls from the emergency call centre.

Due to the city’s geographical location and port activity, the 
Marseille Naval Fire Battalion missions include, in addition to 
the current risk (urban fire and personal assistance), fighting 
forest fires and interventions on board ships.

In this last specialty, the Battalion has national expertise and 
a modular airborne projection capability.

Finally, the BMPM is regularly called upon by the French 
Ministry of Interior, and more specifically by the French General 
Directorate for Civil Security and Crisis Management (DGSCGC), 
to carry out rescue missions in case of major disasters in France 
and abroad. Information courtesy The Marseille Naval Fire 
Battalion BMPM Communication Department.

Acknowledgement At Shark Robotics: Joseph Pesme (Sales 
Manager) and Sandra Hostein (Sales Operations),

The Brigade de Sapeurs-Pompiers de Paris (BSPP and 
The Marseille Naval Fire Battalion BMPM Communication 
Department.
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Alfred Barnard, when travelling the length and breadth of 
Great Britain for Harper’s Weekly Gazette writing copious 
articles on distilleries and the whisky industry, visited Dalmore in 
1885. During 1887 Barnard’s drawings and notes were printed 
altogether in a 500 page publication covering 129 Scottish, 
29 Irish and 4 English distilleries. His eye for detail means that 
even today, over 130 years later, his book provides a wealth of 
technical data, facts and information.

Firefighting arrangements, fire engines, fire brigades, even 
details of fire stations, are included relating to a number of 
sites, although his next offering published in 1889 on breweries 
contained not only drawings but photographs as well, all 
building a superb picture of Victorian industrial Britain.

The Garage at the Distillery. Photo: Naval History & Heritage Command 

Dalmore Distillery, located on the shores of Cromarty Firth 
in the Highlands of Scotland, was constructed in 1839. Its 
situation between the town of Alness and the shoreline has 
not altered for many decades even with the many trials and 
tribulations associated with the whisky trade. At the time of 
Barnard’s visit Dalmore had seen slumps in trade and financial 
difficulties, but in 1892 the owners, Mackenzie Brothers, 
decided to rebuild and enlarge the distillery. Unfortunately 
Alfred Barnard did not record any fire related information 
and it is therefore necessary to use other sources such as local 
newspapers to build a picture.

In January 1848, the barley and meal mill attached to the 
distillery was found to be ablaze. Many helpers restricted the 
damage and the cost to the Hercules Insurance Company 
amounted to £200, which they paid ‘very promptly’ according 
to a later advert (granted by the company!)

As with many industries, distilling used hoses not only for 
firefighting, but to clean surfaces such as floors, walls and even 
ceilings. In 1901 a serious fire in nearby Invergordon was very 
widely reported. The Aberdeen Journal, published on 9 April, 
stated that the fire started in the chimney of a house and shop 
belonging to Duncan Jack who lived in the property on High 
Street with his family. They escaped, but the building, with 
a thatched roof, was doomed. Invergordon at that time did 
not have a fire brigade or even any fire equipment. Dalmore 
Distillery provided its hoses to play on the blaze and also to 
prevent the Victoria Hotel catching fire.

On Saturday 3rd June 1911 a fire was observed in the two 
byres (cowsheds) and had spread into machinery sheds on 
Dalmore Farm. Damage was restricted by the use of distillery 
firefighting equipment. Dalmore was known for its pedigree 
herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle and fortunately all were led to 
safety.

Then on 1st July 1911 around 11pm a more serious outbreak 
was discovered, again involving straw barns close to the 
distillery. Soon buildings such as the cooperage were engulfed. 
Flames spread with rapidity in a blaze described by one paper 
as being, ‘a conflagration the equal of which was probably 
never seen in the Northern Highlands’. All too quickly nearly 
two acres of bonded warehouses were ablaze with burning 
whisky flowing across yards and down roads before finally 
dropping into the waters of the Cromarty Firth. However even 
then the liquid continued burning and presented a scene as if 
the sea was on fire. Mr Reid, the Dalmore Distillery Manager, 
arranged for copious amounts of sand to be used to channel 
the burning whisky away from more buildings, although as a 
precaution furniture was removed from offices and houses of 
the workforce. The cooperage, stables and other workshops 
suffered severely, with, in the case of the cooperage, very little 
left standing, whilst within the warehouses only twisted iron 
columns were to be seen along with the metal rims of the 
barrels.

Dalmore’s own Merryweather manual was brought into play 
using the available water supplies in an attempt to prevent 
further spread, whilst the only other nearby fire brigade from 
Ardross Castle Estate attended and rendered excellent service 
with their steamer with the Estate Factor, Mr Cuthbert, in 
command.

DALMORE DISTILLERY’S FIRE HERITAGE By Nigel Crompton

Merryweather Astor with American crew and their Officer in Charge, Mach. G.W. Darlow. Photo: Naval History & Heritage Command
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Many hundreds of barrels of whisky were removed to safety 
and at times these operations were undertaken in dangerous 
circumstances. However, according to numerous newspaper 
reports, 4,000 barrels were destroyed which equates to a 
quarter of a million gallons of finest malt whisky! Throughout 
the incidents ready helpers from the local village of Alness 
joined distillery staff fighting the flames and Dalmore’s owners, 
the Mackenzie Brothers, who took a very active part in trying 
to save the buildings, later had a letter printed in the local 
newspapers thanking all those who rallied in their hour of need 
and helped operate the manual fire engine.

The fire, starting late on a Saturday night, burned until 
Monday with damping down continuing for some time. The 
blaze was estimated to have cost over £100,000 including 
£30,000 worth of whisky. The only casualty recorded was 
a horse which, whilst saved, had suffered burns which later 
proved fatal.

However that was not the end of fires in Dalmore during 
1911 as on the night of Saturday 19th August 1911 yet another 
one broke out at Dalmore Farm. This time it resulted in the loss 
of stables, a threshing mill, implement sheds and a barn. The 
report in the Northern Star and Farmers Chronicle states that 
Ardross Castle again turned out, but as well as local helpers, 
firefighting efforts were reinforced by a contingent of sailors 
from HM Repair Ship, HMS Cyclops, moored in Cromarty Firth. 
The fire being visible from the vessel, not only did the officers 
turn out a landing party but arranged for the ship’s powerful 
searchlights to be trained on the area to assist.

HM Repair Vessel, HMS Cyclops, landed firefighting crews who used the 
vessel’s searchlights to illuminate the fireground. Photo: Great War Forum

By now the fact that these three fires had all occurred on 
Saturday nights resulted in an appeal in the local papers by the 
police for information. Offering a reward of £100, the Chief 
Constable of Ross-shire & Cromartyshire Constabulary, Captain 
Duncan Finlayson, circulated details of the dates in question 
plus the stations and contacts people should use. An example 
was in the Ross-shire Journal for Friday 29th September 1911, 
although no reports of arrests or trials have been located.

During the Great War, the Admiralty expanded its facilities in 
the Cromarty Firth greatly and in June 1916 took over a small 
area of the distillery.

In late 1917 the US Navy joined their British colleagues in 
starting preparations for the laying of the Northern Barrage, 
a series of mine fields running across the North Sea between 
Norway and the Orkney Islands. October 1917 saw the US Navy 
identify two distilleries they thought would provide suitable 
facilities as mine bases with the result that Dalmore’s stocks of 
whisky were moved out in November and on January 8 1918 
the first American sailors stated work on site. New offices, 
accommodation blocks, railway links, medical rooms and 
canteens were constructed along with a new fire main and fire 
alarm systems. On February 12th 1918, British and American 
officials watched as the Stars and Stripes were raised for the 
first time over Base 17, Dalmore. Mines arrived by boat into 
Kyle of Lochalsh and were forwarded by railway via Dingwall.

The other distillery, Glen Albyn in Inverness, became Base 
18 and received their mines from vessels arriving into Corpach 
near Fort William, then by lighters via the Caledonian Canal 
and Loch Ness to Inverness. The mines themselves had 
mostly been filled with TNT before starting their journey from 
America although spare stocks of TNT were available. Both 
depots were dealing solely with Mark 6 Mines. These mines 
consisted of a 34 inch (87cm) diameter sphere with ancillary 
equipment tethered to an 800lb (360kg) anchor box.

The initial US Navy order was for 100,000 at $400 per unit. 
Each unit contained 300lb (140kg) of TNT and the Navy built 
their own TNT production plant at St Julian’s Creek in Virginia.

Mines ready for the North Sea! This is enough TNT to create quite a crater 
in the Highlands of Scotland. Photo: Naval History & Heritage Command

The Northern Barrage was never completed as the 
Armistice was signed at 5.45am on 11th November 1918 
and mine sweeping operations commenced very soon after. 
As mines were no longer needed, the facilities at Glen Albyn 
and Dalmore could be closed down and on 1st March 1919 
the distillery was returned to the Admiralty who had plans to 
continue using the site.

Due to censorship it was not until 1924, during a legal 
case involving the distillery owners and the Admiralty over 
loss of earnings, that we discover that on 5th February 1919 
an accident occurred which resulted in an explosion and 
subsequent fire that destroyed the peat store, warehouse, 
offices and other parts of Dalmore. At the time of the fire 
the US Navy operated a fire department at the distillery. A 
photo of their appliance and crew appears in a number of 
US publications regarding the Northern Barrage, with the US 
Naval Heritage collection adding that the officer was Mach. 
G.W. Darlow from the US Naval Reserve Force.

Thanks to an advert in the Coventry Evening Telegraph 
published on February 17th 1923 regarding a sale of 
equipment at Dalmore we find that the engine was a paraffin 
driven engine and fire pump. Offered for sale by HM Disposal 
Board, the advert continues, ‘capacity 416gpm, engine 90hp, 
6-cylinder, 600rpm, 3 plunger Hatfield pump gear driven 
from engine’. By 12th March the Aberdeen Post and Journal 
were reporting that the engine and pump had been sold for 
£60. The appliance in question was, in fact, a Merryweather 
Astor complete with paraffin-fuelled hurricane lamps.

Other fires occurred within the area surrounding the 
distillery but no mention of firefighting equipment was 
found until April 1964, when Dingwall, Tain and Inverness 
despatched appliances to a serious fire that caused £50,000 
worth of damage.

Today Dalmore Distillery is still in production and visitors 
are welcome to visit, taste their range of malt whiskies and 
enjoy time in the visitors’ centre. Of the American era a few 
small structures and ground foundations remain, plus a 
long deserted and now redundant pier still known locally as 
‘Yankee Pier’!




